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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE Summer 2016
Mike Swanson

Hopefully, all of you are having a great year raising your 
birds.  So far I’ve had a great year raising birds.  However, 
in years past the next three months are usually my most 
challenging months for getting the young through the molt. 
I’ve banded 200+ young.

Numerous things have been happening in the club since 
the last bulletin. We have a variety of meets that members 
have been working on and the standard committee is now 
in high gear updating our standard. Chairman Nate Wayne 
with committee members Bill Griebel, Gary Romig and 
Ron DeClement are collaborating on the updating of our 
standard. Please let them know some of your suggestions. 
Your feedback is valued and appreciated.

Our annual United Swallow Club Show is being held in 
conjunction with the Iowa State Pigeon Associations 90th 
Annual Show on December 9th and 10th, 2016 at the Iowa 
State Fairgrounds in Des Moines, Iowa. Entries must be 
postmarked November 2, 2016 for an entry fee of $5.00 per 
bird. Late entries must be postmarked by November 9, 2016 
for an entry fee of $6.00 per bird. The Iowa State Pigeon 
Association’s show is a great show and widely attended. 
Dave Averbeck and Gloria Weisgram are members in charge. 
Let them know if you have any questions about the meet or 
would like to help out. Chris Auer is working on donations for 
the auction so please let him know if you have anything you 
would like to donate to the USC auction.  

The United Swallow Club has a tradition of bringing quality 
judges to judge our shows. The USC invests a large expense 
to pay for quality judging which include travel expenses.  The 
main way we can do this is to have a successful auction. Please 

support our auction by donating items or by purchasing 
items. If you cannot attend and would like to bid on items or 
donate items contact members who are attending the show 
to bid on them for you!

Several other United Swallow Club meets are happening 
as well. As you may know the NPA National will be in 
Vancouver, Washington January 12-14, 2017. The USC is 
hosting a Western District Meet there.  Frank Bailey will be 
the member-in-charge and Mike Cobb will be the judge.  
Another Western District Meet will be held at the Pageant 
of Pigeons with Steve Ball as the judge. Additionally, Perry 
Mueller and Dave Averbeck are working on a meet at the 
National Young Bird Show.

If you want to sponsor a district meet in your district please 
contact your district director. Also you might consider Mike 
Cobb, George de la Nuez, Phil Gonzales, Dave Averbeck, 
Chris Auer, Tim Starr, John Navant, Jesse Espinosa or Arnold 
Chaney to do the judging as they have been actively fulfilling 
requirements to be a USC certified judge.

So put plans in place now to attend our USC Annual Show 
in Des Moines, Iowa December 9, 10, 2016 and one of our 
district meets as well.  Enjoy the remainder of your summer 
and get your birds in show condition for our upcoming show 
season! A reminder, if you have awards to donate or items 
to donate for our auction contact Dave Averbeck, Gloria 
Weisgram, Chris Auer or your district director!

    

See Article on Muffs
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By Ron DeClement

USC certified judge for swallows. 
Thanks and Well Wishes go out to Hans. He has been 

a very reliable judge for our Swallows for many years and 
we would like to have him again in the future.

It is a pleasure that we’re able to rely on our Constitution 
and By-Laws to guide us to solving this issue.

More thanks to Mike, Chris and Ron. We are back in 
business this December 9 & 10 in Des Moines.

Hans announced to the USC that he is having hip 
replacement surgery which will put him into a long recovery 
and he will be unable to travel for several months. 

USC President, Mike Swanson, quickly checked with 
Election Commissioner, Chris Auer to find out who had 
the second most votes for Judge. That Nominee was Ron 
DeClement. Ron has agreed to come to Des Moines in 
December as the replacement judge. Ron is long standing 

Hans Schipper Cannot Judge the USC Annual Meet!
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From the Central District Director
David Averbeck, 

I hope that everyone’s breeding season is either going 
well or went well.  I am looking forward to seeing some 
of those youngsters in upcoming shows.  It has already 
been a busy year for me and it is only July. My personal 
breeding season was down this year which is okay, I can 
concentrate on working towards being a judge. The 
Central district is looking forward to hosting the Annual 
meet in Des Moines in December. We will be having an 
auction with collectibles and birds. If you have anything 
that you want to donate please let Chris Auer know. 
His email is auercg23@aol.com. The preferred hotel 
for the club is the Best Western Altoona Inn, be sure to 
mention the Iowa State Pigeon Association when making 
reservations.  For those that are not staying there, we will 
be having an USC annual meeting at the Best Western on 
Friday evening.  If you cannot make the annual show but 
still want your birds to be shown at the annual meet, you 
can ship your birds to meet and I will see that they get well 
taken care of and show ready if need be.  Please let me 
know here is my email averbeck1979@gmail.com or call 
or text at 314-260-9326. I look forward to seeing everyone.

The Central District will also be having a district meet 
this year in St. Louis in conjunction with the St. Louis 
Metropolitan Pigeon Fanciers Association’s Annual winter 
show.  This is a great show and will a good show for those 
who cannot make the NPA National Show in Washington 
this year.  The dates for the show are January 13-14, 2017.  
This is an all breed show with several breeds and several 
specialty meets as well.   Please contact myself or Chris 
Auer for more information.  An entry form will be included 
in an upcoming bulletin.  

Finally, I am also in charge of the Swallow Show at the 
National Young Bird show this year in Louisville, Kentucky.  
I will not be showing this year due to bad breeding year 
for me but hopefully we can make this a good show.  This 
year the show will be held on Saturday October 29th, 
2016 at the Kentucky Exposition Center Pavilion Building 
at 937 Phillips Lane, Louisville, Kentucky 40209.  Again if 
you want to show and cannot make it, you can ship birds 
to me and I will take them to the show.  Also the entry 
form will be in a future bulletin but also can be found on 
their website at www.nationalyoungbirdshow.com 

Thank you and see you at the shows

2017 Grand National
By: Frank Bailey 

Dear fellow United Swallow Club Members, it gives 
me great pleasure to welcome each of you to the Pacific 
Northwest.  

Most of you have learned by now, that the next site 
for the NPA Grand National Pigeon Show will be held in 
Vancouver, WA on January 12,13,14, 2017.

Our local club: (PNWCPC) The Pacific Northwest Color 
Pigeon Club, will be hosting a “Swallow Meet” at this 
event. 

This meet is being endorsed by your USC and your 
attendance is being encouraged. We have chosen “All 
Breed Judge - Mike Cobb” to do the honors.  Mike is 
very well qualified to perform this responsibility and is 
currently one of just a few that have yet to be certified by 
your USC’s certification process.  Our meet promises to 
offer competitive entries in the following “Swallow” show 
classes:  Thuringer Wings, Thuringer Swallows, Silesian’s, 
Saxon Fairy’s and Saxon Swallows.  

The local Portland, Oregon International Airport will 
offer you a convenient manner of arriving and departing.  

This website will answer most of your questions:  http://
www.npausa.com/npa_grand_nationals/2017.html If you 
have other questions for me, please do not hesitate to 
call me: Frank Bailey @ 360-668-1371

Our PNWCPC’s - President & local coordinator is very 
well known to most of you:  David Holloway and he can be 
reached @ 503-648-7893

Looking forward to seeing you at our nations greatest 
pigeon show: 

The NPA Grand National on January 12,13,14, 2017

 Hello everyone, I hope all of you are having a great 
breeding season. I look forward to seeing a lot of you at 
the up coming shows this year. It sounds like a lot of work 
has already been done to make the annual meet in Des 
Moines a show not to be missed. I always enjoy having 
Hans Schipper judge our birds and value his opinion.

Other club news I still have 90 clean leg club bands 
to sell size 8 mm they are 50 cents each and $4.00 for 
postage and the mailer we use it would be great to sell 
out of these as it is an expense for the club. It is hard to 
know from year to year just how many bands to order from 
the NPA for our club. Once again I hope to see many of 
you at the shows this year.

Standard Committee Report  
by Nate Wayne

  President Mike Swanson has asked me to chair the newly 
formed Standard Committee.  I have asked members 
Gary Romig, Ron DeClement and Bill Griebel to serve on 
this committee with me and they have graciously agreed.  
President, Mike Swanson,  would participate as an ad-hoc 
member of the committee.   Over the next three months I 
would like United Swallow Club members to communicate 
to me in writing if possible any concerns or questions they 
may have regarding our current standard.  Input from the 
committee along with member input will be used to make 
any recommended changes to the membership for them 
to vote on.  I would like to thank club members and the 
committee in advance for their help on this project.

Nate Wayne CPA 
Principal | Healthcare 

DS+B | CPAs + Business Advisors 
222 South Ninth Street Suite 3000 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-3340 

Direct: 612.630.5089 
Mobile: 612.804.1104 
Fax: 612.630.5090 
Web: www.dsb-cpa.com 
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More USC Officers for 2016-2017

The swallow pigeon is bred with and without muffs. 
Those with muffs are referred to as Saxon Swallows and 
those without muffs are referred to as Thuringian Swallows 
indicating where the birds originated. Foot feathers in 
birds are not rare and several species of raptors such as 
owls have foot feathers although the pigeon fancy has 
developed foot feathers on pigeons far exceeding those 
found in nature or other domesticated birds.  Researchers 
at the University of Utah identified two genes which 
determine if the pigeon will have feathered feet or scaled 
feet. The Pitx1 gene produces normal or scaled feet and 
the Tbx5 gene produces feathered feet. The tbx5 gene 
is actually a forelimb gene which produces the feather 
development found in the wings, on the feet. This is the 
gene we are trying to activate to produce the muff we 
want. Of course there are alleles involved and the result 
is various expressions of the gene which then produce 
variation in the size, width, length and shape of the foot 
feathers.

The great swallow breeder Dr. hummel preferred the 
muff swallow and although he had as many as 1500 
swallows at a time, there were no Thurigian swallows in 
his lofts. The only clean legged pigeons he bred were 
Hungarian pigeons probably because they originated in 
Germany along with some swallow pigeon varieties. 

The muffs on a swallow and other color pigeons add 
an extra element of difficulty and producing a bird with 
ideal muffs can be a challenge. If we look at the drawings 
of the artists like Gary, we see the muff portrayed exactly 
as they should look on the birds we breed. Bill Griebel 
recently sent me a picture of a young black whitetail he 
raised. The muffs look ideal just as if they were painted.  
When we get birds like this it makes all the work and time 
worthwhile. The ideal muff should be a round, fan shaped 
muff, feathered fully to the hock feathers. It completes the 
picture when the muff is full to the hock feathers and there 
is no gap between the muff and hock feathers. 

Dr. Hummel in a discussion with Werner Zahn wrote the 
following on muff:

“The shape of the foot feathers is more important than 
the length of the feathers, applied to feathers both longer 
and shorter than the ideal.”

“Foot feathers too long (standard length, plus or minus 
5 inches) are as great a fault as feathers too short.”

“The hock feathers (geier feathers ) may be colored or 
white or may be both (but not mottled) and should not be 
too long.”

These statements give us a general description of what 
we should be looking for when selecting birds to breed. 
The roundness of the muff and the sickle shaped feathers 
produce the look that we see the artists paint. Some faults 
that we should try to eliminate are feathers that are too 
long in the front of the muff and then taper back on an 
angle to shorter feathers near the back of the muff. This 
fault is commonly seen in the blue, ash and silver colors 
although it is a fault in every color as the muffs get longer.
This is a very common fault. Another problem is straight 
muff feathers without the desired sickle shape. 

The next important point is layering of the muff. There 
needs to be three distinct layers of feathers. This is not 
quite as easy as one might suppose. There are a lot of 
swallows which lack this layering. I look at them every day 
in my loft. Then the muff should have no breaks or gaps 
in the foot feathers back to the hock. We must remember 
that the feathers near the back of the muff have a thinner 
shaft and break quite easily, which give a gap near the 
hock that is actually feathered. We need to handle the bird 
when evaluating muff to see if these feathers are missing 
or broken. Next, the width of the feather is necessary 
to produce attractive muff. Several years ago I had red 
spots and although they had large muff, the feathers were 
narrow and made the birds appear less attractive. We also 
want the feathers to lay flat and not raise near the back of 
the muff.

The color of the muff is the next evaluating point. Ideally 
the color should match the shield of the wing. When 
selecting birds though it is important to remember a few 
points. First in the outer layer of muff we are looking at 
a single feather which allows light to pass through and 
this will change the color somewhat. Secondly, another 
important point to consider is that the birds do not 
preen their muff the same as they do their body and 
wing feathers and this will effect both the color and the 
condition of the feather. Common faults we see in color 
are grizzling and mold in the muffs of blue, silver, ash red 
and cream especially in checkered birds, but also in barred 
birds. Mold in the muff of a blue, ash, cream or silver 
solid barred or checkered bird  is the same as grizzling in 
a whitebar or spangle. The grizzling is simply produced 
by adding the toy stencil factor and this is a major fault 
that should be eliminated from the birds when possible. 
Blue and silver swallows should have a clear blue feather 
ending in a darker band at the edge of the feather. One 
time I saw a blue checkered Silesian of Leon Stevens and 
this bird had clear blue muff without mold and a nice dark 
edge to the end of the feathers. Leon showed us all it is 
possible to get the clear even color even on checkered 
birds.  Another common color fault is frosting near the 
top of the muff in blue and silver. Darker blue has less of 
this fault but then we want lighter blue and this is what 
makes the swallow and the other color pigeons such a 
difficult and fun bird to breed. To gain one desired feature 
we get other things we don’t want. It just adds to the fun 
of breeding. If every bird came out with little or no faults it 
would get boring quickly and we might all switch to barn 
pigeons. After all,  they are easier to breed, have little to 
no  disease issues and are good healthy producing birds 
with a lot less frustration, until we try to add muff.

Muffs in Swallows
Ron DeClement
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Nice muffs

Muffs showing gaps or breaks, a fault

Muff color fault: should match wing color. Blue and Silver 
should show the dark  band on the end of the feathers

Muff feathers should sweep all the way to the 
back and blend even with the hock feathers

Muffs to small

No Sickle Shape to the front muff feathers. 
They’re projecting straight out which is a fault.

Diagram of Some Common Muff Faults
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More Common Muff Faults

Western District News
By Bill Griebel

Again, we here in the West are proud to announce our 
two district meets, first in conjunction with the Pageant 
of Pigeons on December 1,2 and 3 with Steve Ball as our 
main judge and other members will rotate in and out from 
breed to breed to gain knowledge and get experience. 
Because we are trying to save money for a European judge 
next year, we will do the judging in-house. Second will be 
a great show in conjunction with the NPA in Vancouver, 
Washington on January 12-14, 2017. Frank Bailey will 
be the member in charge and Mike Cobb who is on our 
new trainee judges list will do the judging of not only the 
Swallows but the Color Pigeons. Make plans every one, 
these will be two great shows.

The breeding season in our district has had its highs and 
lows. Several members have reported some loses with 
babies to disease problems. This has been compounded 
by many very hot days. In spite of the problems, we should 
have another good crop of young birds at our shows.

I don’t know how many of you out there look at your bird 
poop! Now don’t laugh! I look at it every day when I feed 
the birds. The droppings are a window to their health. The 
poop will tell you the health of your birds and allow you 
to jump into action if it does not look right. It should be a 
medium green to dark green/black color with a white spot 
in it. If it’s a light green or very wet you have problems. 
Those of you that have deep litter that has been there for 
a while will have difficulties seeing the problems.

Typical green droppings of birds with Coccidiosis. 
Or . . . you forgot to feed your birds!

Typical droppings of healthy birds (no green)

The muff feathers should be wider and there
should be more layers of feathers

On spangled Swallows the spangle pattern
should not appear in the muff feathers
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USC Membership Summer 2016
Albrecht,Rich
527 Boone Rd.
McAlester, OK 74501
918-429-2215
rlalbrecht@me.com • 01/17

Ashton, James & Monahan,Cailin
399 Farnum Pike
Smithfield, RI 02917
401-231-4709
James-ashton@live.com   • 08/16

Auer, Chris
2603 Prairie Hollow Rd.
Imperial, MO 63052
auercg23@aol.com    • 01/18

Averbeck, Dave
9432 Tiber Dr
St. Louis, MO 63123
314-260-9326
averbeck1979@gmail.com • 01/17

Bailey, Frank
21506 E. Lost Lake Rd.
Snohomish, WA 98296
360-668-1371
franklbailey@icloud.com    •   01/18

Ball, Steve
6379 Jamieson Ave.
Encino, CA 91316 
s4nature@aol.com     •  01/19

Beals, Jay
274 Chickadee Circle
Highgrove, CA 92507
909-788-7606
jwbealsbeals@yahoo.com   •  01/17

Ben David, Gus
P.O. Box 1055
Oak Bluffs, MA 02557  • 01/17

Best, Horst
Birkenhof 65812 
Bad Soden/Neuenhain
Germany

Brown, Larry
7413 S 53rd St.
Omaha, NE 68157    •   01/18

Burkhardt, Klaus
Teichstr. 34
04626 Schmolln 
Germany

Chadd, Keith
2708 30th Ave.E.
Tacoma, WA 98443
253-365-2980
Dankeith1@earthlink.net • 01/17

Chaney, Arnold
30544 Terrace View Ln.
Valley Center, CA 92082
a2chaney@aol.com  •  01/17

Cobb, Mike
4023 Fairman St.
Lakewood, CA 90712   
blackwhitebar@verizon.net  • 01/17

Cranwell, Rob
318 Pacific Ave.
Ft. Lupton, CO 80621 • 01/17

Dauner, Georg
Hoherweg 6
87700 Memminggen-Eisenburg
Germany

de la Nuez, George
2525 San Gabriel Way #104
Corona, CA 92882
georgedlnuez@att.net • 01/18

DeClement, Ronald
11179 Old Princess Anne Rd.
Princess Anne, MD 21853
410-651-0256 • 01/18

Dreitz, Steve
2102 West Street 
Pueblo, CO 81003   • 01/18

Espinosa, Jesse
130 Lincoln St.
St. Augustine, FL 32084
904-377-0477  
Jesse.2009@comcast.net • 01/17

Eriksen, Bert
1 Lookout Lane
Ocala, FL 34482
berteriksen@aol.com   •  01/17

Gonzales, Phil
5470 Newland St.
Arvada, CO 80002
720-484-5827
philgonzales2aol.com •  06/17

Griebel, Bill Sr.
12032 Rio Hondo Pkwy.
El Monte, CA 91732
626-448-8565
griebel@att.net  •  01/17

Goodwin, Brian
PO Box 5172
Hobbs, NM 88241
bgoodwin1478@gmail.com • 01/17

Jim Grober
W207 56704 High Bluff Dr.
Muskego, WI 53150
jcjpgrober@gmail.com          •         01/17

Harris, David C
2491 Stottlemeyer Rd. NE
Poulsbo, WA 98370    • Life Member

Hendricks, Kerry
225A NE 40 Rd.
Great Bend, KS 67530
khendricks@ruraltel.net  •  01/17

Keyshaliz Hernandez
HC 59 Box 5894
Aguada, PR 00602 • 08/16
(junior Member)

Hornung, Ted
820 Wisconsin St.
Oswego, KS 67356  •  01/17

Ron Hornby
2040  33st. S.E.
Calgary Alberta
T2B  0T9 Canada
rghornby@yahoo.com • 01/17

Barry Jennings
3161 Westview Dr. NE
Solon, IA 52333 • 01/17

Barbara Kimbrough
29407 118th Ave. E.
Graham, WA 98338 • 06/16

Kelley, Kim
1241 Hwy 86
Calera, AL 35040 
kimberly35042@gmail.com 01/17

Kocken, Ben
Noordparallelweg 32
NL-570
A X Helmond Netherlands
ben.kocken@planet.nl

Kohnemann, Julia
Albert Schweitzer Str 8
76316 Malsch 
Germany
jumbarbeito@online.de

Kozakiewicz, David
15402 W. Austin Rd.
Manchester, MI 48158
davek103@yahoo.com • 01/17

Kreher, Rudi
Pestalozzistr 4
64839 Munster Germany

Licht,Bernd
54149 Range Road 205A
Fort Saskatchewan,
Alberta, Canada T8L 3Z2
alterkeiler@mcsnet.ca 
780-998-4876 • 01/17

Keith Lord
16339 Eagle View Dr.
Spring Hill, FL 34610 • 08/16

McCann, Jim
1933 188th St. NE
Arlington, WA 98223
jrmccann.sr@wavecable.com • 01/17

Susan Melrose
279 Corneil Road
Imlay City, MI 48444   
sbecker@tir.com • 1/17

Mueller, Perry
9836 Coventry St.
St Louis, MO 63123
314-631-3772
perrynsusie@charter.net  •  01/17 

Nattenmiller, Erwin
Schlössleweg 7
87789 Worringen 
Germany

Navant, John
1020 Terry St.
Golden, CO 80401
navant@hotmail.com •  01/17

Nell, Dustin and Jana 
501 W. Fox Hollow Dr.
Saratoga Springs, UT  84045.
801-694-9107 • 01/16

Neuhofer, Peter
Kleinlehenstrasse 24
A-5102 Anthering 
Austria
rosi.reichl@aon.at

Opatril, Rebekkah
7421 WCR 51
Keenesburg, CO 80643 • 01/18

Peters, Rick
416 Aspen Ridge Drive
Fort Collins, CO 80524
physicsczar@yahoo.com
319-269-0916  • 01/17

Reuter, Andreas
Methewitz 5 
04539 Groitzsch Germany 
saxonpigeon@aol.com

Ripper, Stephen
1195 W Sawmill Rd.
Quakertown, PA 18951
srips@verizon.net
215-804-7796   •  01/17

Roelofs, Wout
Baron d’Osystr. 22
NL-6602
Bl Wijchen 
Netherlands

Romig, Gary
PO Box 152
Patagonia, AZ 85624
520-394-2174
gromig@theriver.com  •  01/18

Sciame, Michael
959 N. Niagara Ave.
Lindenhurst, NY 11757 
pigeon726@hotmail.com • 01/17

Schipper, Hans
Nijverdalsestr 106A
Nl-7642
LG Weirden
Netherlands
hans_schipper@hetnet.nl

Slagle, Mitch
PO Box 239
Benton City, WA 99320
racingislife12324@yahoo.com • 09/16

Smith, Lukas
1212Johns Drive
Euless,TX76039
(junior Member )
yootahboy@yahoo.com • 01/17

Smith, Ron
9 N. 40 Rd.
Ponca, OK 74601
580-363-9809 
ronsmith9809@yahoo.com • 01/17

Starr, Merle
8900 Lemar Rd.
Greencastle, PA 17225
pigeon8900@comcast.net  •Life Member
  

Starr, Tim
8804 Ft.Loudon Rd.
Mercerburg, PA 17236
717-328-9751
timstarr@comcast.net  •  01/17
 
Stephens, Bryan
11329 Bentley ST.
Riverside. CA 92505
909-213-4712   •  01/17

Stephens, Leon
1022 2nd St
Norco, CA 92860
626-443-8314
taubenls@yahoo.com   •  01/17  

Swanson, Mike
4800 Road 23
Ft. Lupton, CO 80621
cathybighorn@yahoo.com
303-857-0985  •  01/20

Troyer, Emanual
31180 Township Rd. 231
Fresno,Ohio 43824
330-897-0629   • 05/17

Van der Post, Paul
Van Bergen IJzendoornpark 29A
2801 AB Gouda 
Netherlands

Van der Post, C.N.M.
Methen   6a
6904 GN Zevenarr 
Netherlands

Walsh, Frank
5386 Fir Ave.
Erie, CO 80516
303-828-2490   •  01/17

Wayne, Nathan
205 Rhode Island S.
Minneapolis, MN 55426
763-545-7313
nwayne@dsb-cpa.com   •  01/17

Webb, Charlie
3200 Olympic Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93308
661-496-3533
triplejtanks@aol.com • 01/17

 
Weisgram, Gloria
508 S 5th St.
Moorhead, MN 56560
gweisgram@gmail.com   •  01/17

Wolf, Reiner
Annaberger Str. 38
09488 Schonfeld 
Germany
zfreinerwolf@aol.com

Wolfram, Dirk
Bachgasse 3
07907 Schleiz-Oschitz 
Germany

Yeske, Elliot
21649 State Hwy 108
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572
ejy@loretel.net  •  01/17

Zahn, Werner
Wihelm Strasse 18
63179 Oberthausen 
Germany


